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concerning the Popish officers in the army; and it was carried for postponing the supply by one voice only. In this division it was told the King that several of his servants and officers of the army, who were of the House, divided against him.
November 14. I waited upon the King to kiss his hand, who asked me when I came to town. I told him the night before. He said he was sorry for that, for if I had been there sooner, he had not lost the vote the day before for one vote, which he said was hard, and the more so because he lost it by his own officers ; which I thought was offered by way of admonition to me. That day the second part of the King's speech was debated, and the result was that an address should be made to the King, to represent to him, that the receiving of Popish recusants into the army was contrary to law, and to desire that they might be removed from the same. A committee was appointed to draw up this address, and to frame a bill at the same time for the indemnifying of the said officers for the time they had served, they having entered into that service in so imminent a time of danger. My Lord Halifax told me the particulars of his being dismissed from the Presidentship of the Council. He said he might have continued with greater advantages than ever, if he would have joined in some things which he saw were contriving to be carried on, which lie could not agree to ; that the King parted with him with kind expressions, did assign no cause for his dismission, nor would put any person in his place. This lord was so generally looked upon as a wise man and a good subject, that the removal of him, especially at the beginning of Parliament, astonished a great many, and made them fear there was a change of councils as well as councillors.
November 16. The debate of the aid to be given to the King came on. 2QO,000/. was first moved to be given, then 400,OOOZ. by the country gentlemen. The